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Learning Goals

1. To understand that the Pythagorean Theorem is only 
used on right-angle triangles.

2. To understand how to input into the formula correctly.



2

December 10, 2014

8.3 - The Pythagorean Theorem

The Pythagorean Theorem describes both a numerical and 
geometric relationship between the three sides of right 
triangle.
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Example One
Zach is constructing a 5.00 m tall windmill supported by 
wires.  One wire must be 13.00 m long and the distance 
between the wires must be 16.75 m.  Zach wanted to know 
what length to cut for the other wire.  

Example Two
A teepee is 81.7 m long and touches the ground 48.8 m 
from the centre of the base.  What is the height of the 
teepee?
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Complete:  p. 445 - 446 #1ac, 2, 3, 4, 5b, 6, 7.
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